What are we trying to measure? Rethinking approaches to health outcome assessment for the older person with cancer.
The health burden of cancer within the older population is well recognized. For many of these patients, interventions and treatments will focus predominantly on improvements in health outcomes. There has been substantial interest in the development and application of health outcome assessments for use in cancer patients, yet in comparison, there has been less focus on the older person with cancer. This paper will review current perspectives on health outcome assessment in older people with cancer; the methodological challenges associated with this work and present recommendations for future work, including the potential application of a 'user-generated' approach to health outcome assessment in the older person with cancer.